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Chairman’s Report

Harry Van Kammen

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

After the Christmas
holidays all the staff of
DCS seemed to be eager
to get back to work for
the second half of the
school year. At least,
that was my impression
from the school visit 1
was privileged, to make
on January 8. I was again
impressed with the good
order, respect and
welcoming attitude in the
school. From these school
visits we take home a
new appreciation for the
dedication of our staff to
their students and the
love and respect they, in
return, receive from the
students.

Education is,
according to the World
Book Dictionary, to
develop in knowledge,
skill, ability or character
by training, study or
experience. DCS is
involved in all three of
these activities. Most

Colossians 3:17

times they are
intertwined and seldom
are only one of the four
goals of education
pursued. It seems
however that “developing

character” has
increasingly received
more attention in the
educational system. A

possible reason for this is
that many of the students
in the public school
system have only the
school, or only the home
and the school for
receiving all their training.
This falls short of what we
believe, that a good and
effective education
consists of a collective
and harmonious effort
between the home,
church, and school.
(That's why we have a
house, a church, and a
school building in our
school logo). I am not
implying here any
criticism  towards the
Manitoba government,

but make these
observations so that the
membership is aware of
the direction in which the
public school system s

going.

In our school
society we are blessed
with a good working
relationship between
home, church, and
school. The Staff and the
Education Committee
members do their utmost
to ensure that all
curriculum that ends up
on the desk of our
students properly reflects
the goals stated in our
mission statement.

I would like to
encourage all the parents
to be involved in the
education, including
character developing, of
our children. The school is
here to assist you.
Parents have a very great
influence on their children



DCS Beacon, January 25, 2009

Page 2

and are essential in their
character forming.

The Board has had
a busy month so far. We
were able to offer all our
teaching staff a contract
for the next school year.
It is a great blessing to
the school to have all
staff positions filled with
competent teachers.
During the summer Miss

Jolene van Dijk will move
to B.C. Though we do not

begrudge her this,
especially not for the
reason she moves, the

Board is faced with an
upcoming vacancy.

The high school
students are busy with
writing exams. I wish all
of you rich rewards on
your efforts of preparing

and writing these exams.
The score does not
always tell the full story
of how hard you have
worked. What counts for
our Heavenly Father is:
have you been faithful in
all your work at school?
If that is positive your
mark is good.

May God bless you all!

Principal’s Report — Andy Huisman

“O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens rsaims:1

Isn’t it amazing how fast time flies? You hear it in the hallways, the classrooms,
the staffroom and from parents. “Here we are already near the end of January.”
“School is half done for the year.” The High School students are writing their final
exams for the first semester courses. The sun is staying a little longer in the sky
every day. Time just seems to go quicker. And yet, time moves at a constant rate,
so perception plays a huge role in our concept of time. When we are not so busy,
time moves slowly, and when there is lots going on, there just doesn’t seem to be
enough hours in the day to get everything done. In all of the ‘busyness’ of our
daily lives, we really need to stop and reflect on God’s love for us. He is always
constant, always faithful, always majestic. We need to take time to spend with
Him. As I look over the list of items to mention in this coming Beacon, we can
again see that many things happen at DCS on a daily basis. But here too, in the
‘busyness’ of education, we need to take time, and reflect on the blessings that we
see daily. “Be still and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10

“l Love to Read” Month

Every February the students of DCS participate in many activities that
promote reading and the love of books. The elementary staff has been
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very busy planning an excellent program of activities that will take place over the
coming month. This is what they have planned:

Do you have a Passport?

Passports are the “Ticket to Travel” when traveling abroad. In the February ‘I
Love to Read” month, we will be traveling around the world, exploring different
locations on each continent. To travel from place to place we will need reading
minutes. These can be gathered at school, at home, on the bus... anywhere! So
pack your suitcase, and be ready to travel! As in previous years, we will be
combining our efforts with an MS fundraiser. We will be kicking off our month
with an assembly on Feb 2, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. Please join us as we welcome
Cary, from the MS Society. He will present us with facts about Multiple Sclerosis
and urge us all to read! Following this, the students will be informed of the
variety of activities and how to get a passport to travel!

DCS Library

A number of people have started taking advantage of the school library on Tuesday
evening. This is the evening that the library is open to all. Feel free to stop by for a
coffee, conversation or to take out a book or two. The library will be open from 7:00 —
9:00.

Skating Evening

The Promotion Committee is organizing a skating evening to be held at the DCS
rink. It was a wonderful time of community spirit last year and they look forward
to seeing many children, parents and grandparents again this year. The date is
scheduled for Friday, February 13" starting at 6:00 pm. Even if you don't skate,
come on down for a hot chocolate!

Skating Rink

Here is another opportunity to take advantage of a wonderful facility. Feel free to use the rink
after hours or on the weekend. The ice is in good shape and for those who like to skate in the
evening, the rink is equipped with lights. The power box with the breakers to turn on the lights
is located on the outside NE corner of the rink.
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Fred Penner & BLT from ICS

By special arrangement, DCS is pleased to present Fred
Penner in concert together with the Black Light
Theatre group from Immanuel Christian

School. They will be performing two shows on Saturday,
February 14" Show times will be at 2:00 pm and 6:00 pm. Fred
will be performing for approximately 45 minutes while the BLT will
also perform for approximately 45 minutes. Tickets will be
available through the DCS school office. Prices are $10.00 per
person or $40.00 for a family (children under 16). Shows will
take place in the Carman Collegiate Theatre. If you find your phone number listed in
this Beacon in the following format <555-1234> you are the winner of a family pass to
this show. To claim your tickets, you must phone the school secretary by Wednesday,
January 28", Unclaimed passes will then be put up in the next newsletter. In this issue
of the Beacon there are two phone numbers.

DCS Yearbook

| would like to give the Yearbook Committee a huge thank you for all of the work that
they have done this past year in putting together the school’s yearbook. The committee
consisted of the following people: Rhonda Lyn Vandenbos, Aleida Riedstra, Chelsea
Termeer, Meagan Vanderveen, Miranda Hulst, Amy Vanderveen, Laura Visscher,
Jessica Breukelman and Jackie Vanderpol. The draft version is ready and looks very
impressive. After some minor editing changes the yearbook should be available by the
end of February.

Zone 4 Basketball

If you have not taken advantage of watching our High School
students in action on the basketball court, you are really missing
something. Our students represent DCS in an excellent fashion
and thoroughly enjoy the sport. Game dates and locations are
found on the school’s website (www.dufferinchristian.ca). Simply
click on the calendar on the right-hand side of the home page to
see upcoming events. Click on the event to see more details as to
time and location. If you want more information about events that
are father in the future, go to the monthly calendar on the left-hand side of the home
page. We invite all to come out and support our students in this endeavour.
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Senior Band Concert

Yes, there is a concert scheduled. When | speak about the
‘busyness’ of school life, it becomes more evident when you
try to schedule another event. At this point in time the
concert is scheduled for Friday, March 6™. You will be
able to enjoy the many varied sounds of the Junior and
Senior Band. This concert will also serve as our send-off to the Mass Band Festival
being held in Langley, B.C. The Senior Band members are looking forward to the trip.
We will be departing on March 25 and will return on March 31. School Bands from
Washington State, Langley, BC, Edmonton, AB, Winnipeg and Carman will unite and
present a concert in similar fashion to the event that was held in Winnipeg last March.

I.A. Classes

During exam week, the only IA classes that will be held will be on Monday for
Grade 8. The Collegiate is holding an IA class on Tuesday for the Grade 11’s but that
will conflict with our Grade 11's Reformed Studies exam. Therefore they are not
expected to go to IA. In connection with IA, if your child is absent from |A, please give
the Collegiate a phone call and let them know.

DCS Administration Day

There will be no classes on Friday, January 30™. This day is set aside for High
School staff to finish compiling final marks for first term courses, and for the elementary
staff to work on a number of projects that are currently on the go.

High School Course Credit

It is important to note that all assignments for a course must be completed to
standard and submitted prior to writing the exam for that course. Failure to do so will
result in an “F” for the course and will require the student to retake the course.

High School Exams

It is that time of year when students will be cramming for their final exams. Students
have developed some unique study habits to prepare themselves for the exams. Do we
really know what goes on behind those closed doors when they say that they are
studying? How many of us as parents have sent our children off and told them to go
study? And when they come out of their room or study area, do we take an interest in
what they are studying? Do we ask questions? Be active in your child’s education.
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Take an interest in the courses that they are studying. Perhaps their methods work for
them and they do okay on their exams. But what about the first timers, the students in
grade 9 who are writing exams for the first time? Many of the teachers will often give
the students tips and strategies for studying. One of the most important tips is for
students to make sure that they have all of the necessary course materials and that it is
kept in an organized fashion.  As well, the physical study environment is important.
Where do they do their study? Are there distractions that will take away from the
concentration necessary to study?

Eight Basic Principles of Learning

o How do you select important issues?
(@)
©)
(@)
. How do you decide what you want/need to remember?
(@)
©)
o 1
o 1 " How do you organize information meaningful?
o #
o $
O
o How do you recite or rehearse information to store it in long-term memory?
o %
(@)
O
o & &
o 1
o« " How do you give ideas time to consolidate?
©)
(@)
o 1
J When do you review? When should you review?
o 0
0 *
o # What kind of associations, connections or learning links do you make?
o $ v
o $ t
J How do you overlearn information, learn it so well that you can teach it?
0 *
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There are many tried and true methods for studying and preparing for tests and exams.
There is always one common point with all of them. Look for the main ideas! Try to see
the big picture and work with that. But there is still one more thing that is key to be
successful — you have to work at it! There is no substitute for a good, honest effort on
the student’s part. (and don’t forget to get a good night’s sleep)

Elsewhere in this Beacon will be an exam schedule and a list of materials that may be
brought into the exams. Please make sure that you come prepared with your tools
needed to write the exam. If you have any last minute questions, be sure to contact
your teacher.

Have a blessed Sunday.

Congratulations to all winners in the Remembrance Day
poster, essay and poem contests.

Submitted by Mrs. DeWit

| do not have the placings, but here are the winners: Marissa VanlLaar, Joel Vanderveen, Luke
Boeve, Noah Holtvluwer, Kimberly Bergsma, Cody Borst, Corinna Wierenga, Cassandra
Riepema, Kyle Bergsma, Darcie VanDijk, Lori Leyenhorst,, Vanessa Koster, Geertje Doornbos,
Ryan Wierenga, Lisa Termeer, Teri Douma, and Rhonda Vandenbos. In this way also, we
witness that the sacrifices made by the people of our community have value to us and that we
do remember, thanking God for deliverance.
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Fr‘om Grade Two (Mrs. Linde) (See the grade 2 poems elsewhere in

this issue!)

We have spent some time talking about our many blessings. It’s good to realize
that the LORD blesses us in our daily lives. In Bible we have been learning about
God’s care for His people through Esther. Enjoy these acrostic poems by Grade 2.

“Surely the arm of
the LORD is not too short
to save, nor his ear too dull
to hear. But your iniquities
have separated you from
your God; your sins have
hidden his face from you,
so that he will not hear.” —
Isaiah 59:1,2.

Recently the topic of
prayer seems to keep coming
up in a variety of settings,
including with my students.
Children learn a lot from
listening and watching. How
do we model prayer to the
children? If in the busyness of
our schedule we rattle off a
‘routine’ prayer at devotions,
do the children imitate us? In
prayer we all will ask for
forgiveness, also in the
presence of our children, but
do the children see our daily
struggle against sin in our
life? We do not pray rightly
unless in true faith we humble
ourselves before the Lord and
repent. <745-2181> Do the
children sense that sincerity

Prayer

By Jolene van Dijk

in our voice and from our
heart as we lead them in
prayer?

| came across the
following article in John
MacArthur's book Drawing
Near.

“The implications of
the Lord's Prayer are
profound and far-reaching. An
unknown author put it this
way:

“l cannot say ‘our’ if |
live only for myself in a
spiritual, watertight
compartment. | cannot say
‘Father’ if | do not endeavor
each day to act like His child.
| cannot say ‘who art in
heaven’ if | am laying up no
treasure there.

“I cannot say
‘hallowed be Thy name’ if |
am not striving for holiness. |
cannot say ‘Thy kingdom
come’ if | am not doing all in
my power to hasten that
wonderful day. | cannot say

‘Thy will be done’ if | am
disobedient to His Word. |
cannot say ‘in earth as it is in
heaven’ if | will not serve Him
here and now.

‘I cannot say ‘give
us...our daily bread’ if | am
dishonest or an ‘under the
counter’ shopper. | cannot
say ‘forgive us our debts’ if |
harbor a grudge against
anyone. | cannot say ‘lead us
not into temptation’ if |
deliberately place myself in its
path. | cannot say ‘deliver us
from evil’ if | do not put on the
whole armor of God.

“l cannot say ‘thine is
the kingdom' if | do not give to
the King the loyalty due Him
as a faithful subject. | cannot
attribute to Him ‘the power’ if |
fear what men may do. |
cannot ascribe to Him ‘the
glory’ if | am seeking honor
only for myself. | cannot say
‘forever’ if the horizon of my
life is bounded completely by
the things of time.”
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As you learn to apply | strength. Only then will our MacArthur, John.
to your own life the principles | Lord’s doxology be the | Drawing Near. 1993.

in this marvelous prayer, |
pray that God’s Kingdom will
be your focus, His glory your
goal, and His power your

continual song of your heart:
“Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen” (Matt.6:13).”

DCS Library

Crossway Books: Wheaton,
lllinois.

DCS Library now has its own page on the website and would like to add book reviews to it. Anyone

interested in doing a book review on a book they’ve read that would be an asset to our library can send

it along to dcslibrary@mts.net

Come and check it out!

Reminder . . . Library is open on:

Mondays and Wednesdays from 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Tuesday evenings from 7:00 — 9:00 pm__(coffee will be ready and soft music playing.

Feel free to drop in and have a cup of coffee and socialize

Thursdays from 9:00 am-3:00 pm

Volunteers r'equir'ed We are looking for volunteers to be in charge of the library on

Tuesday evenings from 7:00 — 9:00 pm. Sharing the evening with someone (one hour each) is
also possible. Contact the Library Committee if interested or if you have any questions or email

us at dcslibrary@mts.net

Committee members:Agnes Vanderveen, Frances Vandermeulen, Gerda Doornbos, Tjarda Koster.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Guitar Recital

Friday, January 30, 2009
7:00 p.m.

at the Canadian Reformed Church, Carman, West
Everyone Welcome — Free admission
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13™

By Promotion Committee......

Join us for an evening of skating at the school! Have fun skating, tobogganing
or just sitting around the campfire. We will be serving hotdogs, hot
< chocolate, and coffee from 6:00 - 8:00 pm, but you can stay as long

asyou like!!
Hot dogs will be $1.00 each and drinks are free. See you there!

. Friday, February 20™!
16 and up!

Hosted by DCS Band Boosters.

Supper is from 6:00 — 7:30 p.m. at the DCS Gym. Cost is
$15.00 a plate. We hope you will stick around to play Euchre
and other games.
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DCS Exam Schedule - ALL exams start at 9:00!

Monday, January 26 — 9:00

Reformed Studies 11G — Church History component
A-Math 20S

ELA 30S

World Views 41G

Tuesday, January 27, 9:00

Math 10F

Science 20F

Reformed Studies 31G — Bible component
Chemistry 40S — midterm

C-Math 30S

Wednesday, January 28, 9:00

Socials 10F — midterm

Reformed Studies 21G — Church History component
Chemistry 30S

Physics 40S - midterm

Thursday, January 29, 9:00
Geography 20F — midterm
P-Math 30S

What is allowed | not allowed in exam room!
e No backpacks, coats, pencil cases, or other containers allowed in the exam room. Please leave
these items in your locker.
e Only water and a small amount of food are permitted.
e Cell phones are not permitted.

You will need the following supplies for your exam:

° and ( ; black or blue pen

. " ruler

° 1# calculator, pencils, eraser, ruler

e $ %1" graphing calculator, pencils, eraser, ruler, 1-sided formula sheet

o & =" ( )% Black or blue pen; black or blue pen; Part A: Bible and

Book of Praise
o * T + I'y I" Calculator, pencil, eraser, ruler
+ 1" calculator, ruler, pencil, pen
%1# calculator, pen, pencil, eraser, ruler, protractor
-, I" Reading booklet, pens, pencils
+ %14 s s .
o " " ( I pen, pencil, eraser
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