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	Chairman’s Report

Harry VanKammen


Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,

The Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father”     (Gal 4: 6)

A good relationship is built on trust and respect. The kind of respect a little child has for his strong Dad. And the sort of trust is what this little child has when he or she feels safe, in the embrace of the same strong arms of his Dad. In the same way we may revere and trust our Father in Heaven. This relationship with our Heavenly Father is only possible through the working of the Holy Spirit, who lives in us, and works this faith in us. We ourselves can never take credit for this faith in the Father, or for the fact that we see this trust and reverence for the LORD in our children. But we may, or perhaps must, use the means the Holy Spirit uses to foster this relationship. They are the preaching of the Word of God and the celebration of the sacraments. 
Last week we were able to meet as members of the Canadian Reformed School Society of Carman at its annul meeting. It was great to see so many of the members present. The large turnout is an indicator of the love the membership has for the school.  For the benefit of those who could not come to the meeting I would like to give a short over view of the meeting . . .

· The principal gave an update  on relationship building, how this affects all the activities in the school as it is woven into the daily routine of the school.

· Further into the evening the treasurer did present the actual financial statement of last year and the budget for this year. Both were accepted by a passing of two motions. (Please take note of the new membership fees). 
· Jeremy Kamminga was elected as the new board member to replace Anton Borst.  Anton has served on the board for 6 years, and also from here, we like to thank you Anton, for your faithful service on the board.  Energetic and cheerfully you did what ever had to be done, and for a secretary that is a lot.  Your kind of humor kept the meetings upbeat. I also have enjoyed the way we could work together as secretary and chairman. Now  that you are retired from the board, I hope that your love for reformed education may motivate you to keep in touch with DCS.  Jeremy, we wish you whatever you may need to serve the membership as board member, and we look forward to working together with you.
· During “new business” we had a lively exchange of ideas. By a show of hands the membership mandated the board to revise the voting procedure. The board was also urged to revisit the admission policy and to put this issue on a future meeting.
· The building committee is presently busy assessing the needs of the school. According to the budget this will be the last year we pay towards the mortgage, and the only plans the board has at this time, is to start a building fund next year.  We encourage the members to come forward with their ideas for the long term planning.

Thank you to all the members who came to this meeting. Please keep the needs of your school in your prayers before the LORD. He is the source of all our blessings and that includes DCS.
Have a blessed day of worship this gracious God.

Praise God from whom all blessing flows. (PS 136)

	Principal’s Report                                                                                                  Andy Huisman


“But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peaceloving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.”  
James 3:17/18

This past month, 17 members of the DCS staff attended the annual CRTA-West Convention held in Regina, Saskatchewan.  In this Beacon, you will be able to read a number of staff member’s reflections on that convention.  This convention was well worth the drive to Regina.  A spirit of collegiality permeated through the entire membership.  The convention was set at the Dallas Valley Ranch, a camp set in the beautiful valley just north of Regina.  This was a time for renewing connections with our colleagues from other schools, giving all the opportunity to draw on each other’s experience.  This was a time for the teachers to become the students as our speaker, Tara Barthel, worked with us for two days.  It was an intense two days, with a tremendous amount of information and discussion pertaining to conflict resolution and the biblical principles behind peacemaking.   This was also a time to draw near to God in praise and devotion, giving thanks for the blessings of Reformed Education.  
As we move into a new month, there are a few items that I would like to bring to your attention.

First off, I would like to extend a warm welcome to the two student teachers who will be in our school for the next three weeks.  Esther Vandenberg will be working together with Mr. Gunnink in the grade 6 room.  Emily Buikema will be joining two of our High School teachers, Mr. Lodder and Mr. Raap.  They will be in school on October 30th.  In connection with the student teachers being in our midst, their evaluator from the College, Mrs. Judy Kingma will be in Carman for a few days.  She is looking for a place to stay while she is here.  If you are able to provide a room (with a bed() for her, please let me know.  She will be in Carman on November 11th and will be staying for two nights.  
Secondly, I would like to say farewell to four young people who quickly became part of our student body.  Petra, Marlou, Jonathan and Alfred are the four young people from Holland as part of the OMF exchange.  They have fit in very well and have enjoyed their experience here very much.  They even learned how much fun it is to make 1500 apple pies in one evening.  I believe that we got just as much out of the experience as they did.  We wish you well in all of your future studies!  
There are a few important dates in November.  There will be an administration day on November 10th.  This time is set aside so that the teachers can work on report cards for your children.  November 11th. Remembrance Day, is also a day off of classes for the students.  Report Cards will be sent home on the 17th of November.  
November 10 is an Administration Day at DCS.  The teachers will be working on putting together your child(ren)’s report cards.  There will be no classes that day and the report cards will be sent home on the 17th.  November 11th is Remembrance Day and as such, there will be no classes.  
Enjoy reading the rest of the contributions and have a blessed Sunday.

******************************************************************
Library Update …New Books      
Check them out!

Primary


A Home for Dakota; by Jan Rita Grover

Bear Feels Scared; by Karma Wilson

Waiting for Benjamin; Alexandra Altman

The Farm Team; Linda Bailey

Mary’s Atlas; Gwen Smid

Looking for Loons; Jennifer Lloyd

Junior Resource

Woodworking for Kids; Kevin McGuire

Russia:  The Land; Greg Nickles

Russia:  The Culture; Greg Nickles

Russia:  The People; Greg Nickles

Countries of the World:  Russia; Henry Russell

Flip, Float, Fly; JoAnn Early Macken

If You Were an Adverb; Michael Dahl

If You Were an Adjective; Michael Dahl

If You Were a Noun; Michael Dahl

If You Were a Verb; Michael Dahl

You Wouldn’t Want to Work on the Great Wall of China; Jacqueline Morley

High School Fiction

Run Like Jager; Karen Bass

Tunnels of Treachery; Mary Bishop

Reports on the CRTA-West Convention

Held October 9 & 10, 2008 
At Dallas Valley Ranch – Lumsden, Saskatchewan

What follows are the words used to open the CRTA-West Educator’s Convention, Looking Back to Move Forward on October 9, 2008. This was written as a result of much discussion and preparation of the organizing committee  (M. Vandenbos, N. Gunnink, T. VanderHooft, L. Lodder). The final product was written and delivered by L. Lodder.
What did you think when you saw the title for this convention?  Did you find it a little strange?  Perhaps it became even stranger when you considered the topic of discussion, “Peacemaking” or “Conflict Resolution”.

How does “Looking Back to Move Forward” fit?  I would like to take a few minutes of your time this morning leading you in devotion to God, but also in deepening our understanding of the title of this conference.  It actually does fit, as I think you will see over the next two days.  We begin with a reading from Luke 24:13-35.
Conflict and discontent come from many sources, among them:  lovelessness, dullness, emptiness, loneliness, evil, fatherlessness, powerlessness, hopelessness and aimlessness, just to name a few.

The world offers two basic solutions to overcome the sources of conflict and discontent.  Jesus Christ offers ONE solution:  Himself.
I want to briefly introduce two authors who put forward their (worldly) schemes for attaining peace and resolving conflict.

Deepak Chopra --- well-known author of a polytheistic, (pantheistic) persuasion.  

He teaches that you are god so ultimately you should serve yourself.  We are well versed in how idolatrise panteism is, so I’m not using him so much as an example of that issue of pantheism, but more of as an example of how he thinks you can attain serenity and tranquility in this life.  Basically he says that the only way to do that is to climb the spiritual ladder. (see the overhead plate).  This idea is very old, but it is very much part of the spiritual landscape today.  Many people think it is a plausible explanation of how things are and ought to be.  Basically then, Chopra would think that the way to resolve conflict between human beings is not really in dealing with others, but to attain to the state of godhood and live in a totally other world…altered states of consciousness is the path to fulfillment and the way to solve the major life issues.  We know that we need to reject the idea that we are gods, but how many of us try to reach God by climbing the spiritual ladder?  Spiritual formation and spiritual disciplines are all the rage these days.  If we are spiritual enough, perhaps we won’t get into conflicts in the first place.  If we do get into conflicts perhaps we haven’t climbed high enough on the ladder.
The second author is Stephen Covey

Stephen Covey – well-known author of a moral and down-to-earth persuasion.  I wouldn’t be as surprised to know that some of us have read his books and perhaps even approved of his teachings.  The teaching at least, seems much closer to our way of thinking, if not exactly.  But Covey teaches that the way to God is also by way of climbing a ladder (see overhead plate).  It’s not the same ladder as Chopra teaches, mind you.  Covey believes that success in earthly life comes through the application of moral laws.  Obedience to laws (sharpening the saw, seeking synergy with others, thinking win-win, seeking to listen first, managing the vision, being personally visionary, being proactive), not altered states of consciousness, is the path to fulfillment and the way to solve the major life issues.  We may have a more difficult time discerning that this isn’t really the way to freedom, but when it is put to us bluntly we know that we must reject it.
In both cases, spirituality is an upward movement.  In both cases you have to climb out of the depths of the human condition, and then, by your own strength.  But Jesus’ teaching is different.  What did He do when confronted by these two men and their hopelessness on the way to Emmaus?  The Scripture we read says, “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (v27).  He went back in His story to show them the way forward.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-21

Paul, indeed all disciples of Jesus Christ, are called to be ambassadors of the King, reconciling the world to himself in Jesus Christ.  When we are reconciled to God through the work and life of Jesus Christ, we will seek to be reconciled to one another.  We are all very familiar with Paul’s words, “For this I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you…and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.

When we bring to remembrance what Jesus has done for us, when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper together with our brothers and sisters in Him, do our hearts not also burn within us, as they did for the two disciples on the road to Emmaus?  We are privileged to go back to remembrance of an historical fact of love and compassion so that we may move forward in love and compassion toward others.  There is no better picture of what this grace and compassion of our Saviour did for us, reconciling each of us to God and each of us to one another.  If we are at fault in any conflict, we have an avenue of forgiveness open to us, if we are hurt by conflict coming at us, we have an avenue of forgiving open to us.  
To God be the praise!
Liz DeWit
From the moment that we received our name tags, we were kept occupied intensively, with the topic of the conference “Peacemaking”.  Through dynamic lectures and workshops, we learned to appreciate the practicality of our Bible as it reveals to us how we are to love our neighbour as ourselves.  How can we glorify God in our relationships, especially when troubles arise in those relationships?  We learned that the first step was to recognize our own sinfulness and ask forgiveness for it.  Only then can we work towards restoration and reconciliation.  In all things we must learn to submit our wills to God’s will, that His Name may be glorified.
Miranda Hulst – “Gently Restore” 
Tara Barthel spoke sincerely and honestly, engaging us in a discussion of peacemaking, with the foundation of grace.  Tara stressed the importance of responding to conflict biblically, that is, through grace.  Her statement, “We breathe the air of Grace” resonated with me.  Tara’s intention was for us to understand that if we are not receiving grace, we cannot be passing it on to others.  We breathe in grace from God and as we do so, he is teaching and training us to live Godly lives (Titus 2:11-12).  When we breathe grace in we cannot help but breathe it out to those around us, much like we cannot help to breathe air out after we’ve breathed it in.  Tara quoted herself from Peacemaking Women in our handouts: “The grace of God is what enables us to minister truth, mercy, hope and love to our brothers and sisters in Christ through biblical confrontation.  We confront because we are compelled by love.” (p98). She unpacked the meaning of biblical confrontation.  Biblical confrontation is not confronting someone to build ourselves up or tear another down; it’s not to get back at a person either. The one and only reason we should confront someone is because we love the person.  God has forgiven our sins so fully and completely and we must share in this abundance of grace.  Let us gently restore in the grace God has given us. 

Tim VanderHooft

One knows he has attended something worthwhile when, many days later, his thoughts continue to return to what was presented. Looking Back to Move Forward was, and continues to be, such an event. Everyday since I have returned home, I find myself contemplating the topics presented. What is more, I find myself still daily discussing the convention and its many facets with my colleagues. It is no rarity to hear the staff at DCS say “remember when Tara said…” or “here’s a tidbit you may remember from the convention…” Yet, the beauty of it all is that nothing we remember of Tara Barthel was Tara alone – it was the pure message of the gospel! When I consider this year’s CRTA convention, I have no regrets. It was a fantastic learning experience on many levels. Further, it is a pleasure to say that I did not just grow academically, but spiritually. As a member of the organizing team, I am so thankful for the opportunity to have worked with and developed a closer fellowship with Nick, Marcy, Len, and Melanie. I encourage any study group or individual – scholarly or not – to pursue the materials and topics presented. You will not be disappointed! For a flavour, check out http://www.tarabarthel.com or http://ccef.org. 
Mirjam Doek – “Looking Back to Move Forward”

I really enjoyed the Convention in Regina. It was encouraging and useful. With the Bible open, we discussed and learned about how to deal with conflicts. Conflicts are everywhere, in all relationships. One of the things Tara Barthel talked about was to use four basic principles to respond to a conflict. She called them the “4 G’s.”

Glorify God

‘How can I please and honour God in this situation?’ 

1 Cor. 10: 31 “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
 In responding to a conflict, trust and obey the Lord, grow to be like Christ.  Don’t focus on your own desires.

Get the Log Out of Your Eye  (Math 7)

‘How can I show Jesus’ work in me by taking responsibility for my contribution to this conflict?’ Instead of blaming others, take responsibility for your part in the conflict. Ask God to help you change your attitude and repair any harm you have caused.

Gently Restore (Math 18)

‘How can I lovingly serve others by helping them to take responsibility for their contribution to this conflict?  Talk personally and graciously to those involved in the conflict, seeking to restore them.
Go and Be Reconciled

‘How can I demonstrate the forgiveness of God and encourage a reasonable solution to this conflict?’

Col. 3:13 “Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

God forgives us totally, but we often fail to show forgiveness to others. If we forgive others                

-
we should not dwell on it anymore. 







-
We should not talk to others about it







-
It should not hinder our relationship anymore






- 
We will not bring up this conflict again and use it against the other

To read some different articles, Tara mentioned the website www.peacemaker.net. Worthwhile to browse through it!

Nick Gunnink – “Looking Back”

The CRTA-West Educators Conference gave the participants more than enough food for thought.  Actually, there was a real sense that more than thought would be required in response to the presentations given by Tara Barthel.


Tara built her presentations around scripture.  It was rare for us to go for long without having to recite a Bible text for her.  She was showing us that we often had the knowledge already and that it was time to prayerfully consider the application of that knowledge.  


She challenged us to put scripture into practice in dealing with conflicts.  Using John 17:20-23, she taught that the resolution of conflict is our witness to the world.  It’s not okay to flee from it, to suppress it or to pretend it doesn’t exist.  Conflict needs to be prayerfully resolved, because unity is what sets Christ’s church apart from the world.


So why was a speaker from Peacemaker Ministries brought in to speak to educators?  Teaching is a profession built on a host of relationships.  There are relationships with students, their parents, colleagues, administration, and even with the janitorial staff!  Where there are relationships, there is the potential for conflict.  In Tara’s words, conflict is a matter of when, not if.  And so, Tara’s presentation equipped the participants with 4 G’s, 7 A’s, 4 Promises, and the PAUSE Principle.  I now have a set of biblical tools that I can begin to practice to use, not just in the teaching profession, but in all of my relationships.  In order to learn more, you can read Ken Sande’s book, The Peacemaker, and you could have a look at Tara Barthel’s personal website.  

Finally, as I consider the ways in which God has worked in my life through this conference, I thank you for supporting this opportunity.

Jolene van Dijk

In my reflections on the recent convention which took place in Regina, I can only come to the same conclusion each time. It was a very enjoyable, up-building, and encouraging experience. Not only was the speaker dynamic and engaging in her presentation, what she had to say was straight from the Bible. Her passion and energy on the topic of peacemaking was infectious, and this was proven by all those whom I had the privilege of gathering with, as the case study quickly became alive, and the conversation on it quite vibrant. Speaking with other teachers who face the task of educating covenant children each day also made for a memorable time, and the continual work of the Lord in His people was evident in these few days. 

Alice Linde
We enjoyed two days of learning with an audience of about eighty-five educators and one gifted speaker, namely Tara Barthel.  One of the peacemaking principles we learned is the Four Promises of Forgiveness.

1) I will not dwell on this incident.

We must learn to forgive as Christ has forgiven us.   Matthew 6:12   

2) I will not bring this incident up and use it against you.

Love keeps no record of wrongs.  1 Corinthians 13:5

3) I will not talk to others about this incident.

Gossip is a sin and creates hostility.  Proverbs 16:28

4) I will not allow this incident to stand between us or hinder our personal relationship.

We must encourage each other to do what is right.  Hebrews 10:24

   Good Thought

Hurt you not.

Gossip Never

Friends forever.

Yolanda Grant – Special Needs
The two day conference was an enlightening experience, showing us how to respond to conflict biblically.  As Christians we are called to respond to conflict differently than the world does.  The one principle taught that stuck in my mind was the 4 G’s.  In responding to conflict we must always remember to:

· Glorify God (instead of focusing on our own desires)

· Get the Log Out of Our Own Eye (instead of blaming others)

· Gently Restore (instead of pretending there is no conflict or talking to others)

· Go and Be Reconciled (instead of ending relationships)

With God’s help we can use these principles in our daily lives, knowing that success lies not in the outcome of the conflict, but in our obedience to Him during the conflict.  As we continue to work with and learn from the information given to us by Tara Barthel, we pray that our service will be to the praise of His Name and a witness to those around us.
Evelyn WeidenhammerHow do you react to conflict?  What does it mean to forgive and be forgiven?  From where do you receive your help?  PAUSE and reflect:  how can we build each other up?  The material covered at the CRTA-West Convention encouraged self-examination.  Not only our work in schools, but also our personal lives were challenged and impacted by the speaker and various workshops.  We also had a lot of fun together, and I thank those who made it possible for the Learning Assistants to participate, and enjoy the time of fellowship and learning.
DCS Dinner Theatre

“Tourney’s End”

Friday, November 28, 2008

Cost:  $20.00  Tickets available at DCS office.

[image: image1.wmf]
All Lords and Ladies!!

Thy presence is requested to carouse at Lord Basil Roxford’s castle in honour of the winner of the tourney held earlier . . . 

I do humbly thank thee.  I shall see thee anon!

Grade 12 Poetry
(Mrs. DeWit’s Class)

Imagist poetry written in response to newspaper articles

	Hopeless  -Teri Douma
Empty, ringing silence

Echoes in our streets.

Laughter of the children

Not heard.

Ripped away,

Hopeless…

Granite graves

Increasing numbers

Stain what is right.

Families are broken

Yet is it for the better?

We’re told it its right,

Told it is best,

A wooden box –

Proof enough?

Unemotional upbringing

Reaps its reward.

Hopelessness.

Justice??  -Lisa Termeer
A preventable crash

She’s dead

Killed by a drunk driver;

He’s a cop.

Facts hidden, concealed, pushed away

Stories altered, changed

It’s plain to see

The guilty will be excused

While a loving mother, a faithful wife,

Exists no more.

If Police won’t bring justice, who will?


	Diminished  -Robin Lodder
Too young to know,

Too weak to fight back,

Their futures are taken,

Their lives are shaken.

Families don’t care

About the havoc they wreak.

The leaders they’d become

Diminished

Dreams they would conceive

Diminished

Lives they could touch

Diminished.

And why?

The families don’t care

About the pain they endure.

News  -Rhonda Vandenbos
A mother and aunt

From a disturbed home,

Loll, slouching on a couch,

Intoxicated with crack.

The house is in turmoil,

The tubs overflowing

And the lavoratory clogged.

The mire and muck

Ooze through every pore

Of the feces filled shack

Destroying two young lives.

With no food or fridge

They beg for the life

Other kids have.

The children

Are forever changed.

	Buried Treasure -  Rhonda Visscher
Smokey clouds and ashen skies,

Leafless trees and broken branches,

Rolling of thunder and rustling leaves

Hide the cries of infants -

Tortured.

Beneath the dark and ruthless sky

Two gravestones stand side by side,

Two infants smothered

As were their cries.

One mother murdering two,

Saying she would like another!

Whose is life?

What stops the gravestones from rising to the Sky,

The dark grey sky?

Two lives taken,

Two lives lost,

Justice buried by their side.

Defenceless  -Garret van Dijk
An outstretched bat

Swinging down

On defenceless hands,

The sleeping torso

Hit with the force of a home run,

Yet the batter struck out.

The red light flashed on

And the sirens were deafening,

Although no goal had been scored.

The corpse is lowered into the earth

While a young child looks on;

The tears rolling down the cheeks

Are not wiped away by batter’s gloves.

When the final whistle blows,

We step back from the tree and see its fruit –

The miscarriage of justice

Is a shameful deed.


	Ode to my Hat  -Shawn Riepema
You, fifty-nine, worn by night and day,

You’ve seen me through my tribulation,

Helped me through times of all my deflation.

You were with me when I slept in the hay.

A gift from a friend, you’re given to me,

Your silence, golden, appreciated.

You would never leave me abated.

Made by human hands, whether he or she,

Lifeless you are, and yet sentimental,

A lonely piece of fabric and cardboard.

Every time we go out, we’re never bored,

So, we’ll leave and become continental.

A silent friend, yet always there for me,

To Mom, you’re junk, yet you fulfill my need.




